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Partnerships matter
Bringing back effectiveness and ethics in civic work
May 23", 2019, Beirut, Lebanon

The World Humanitarian Summit in 2016 and the “Grand Bargain” have brought back to the
forefront of humanitarian agenda the need for “localisation” of interventions. Today
however, discussions, notably on the implementation of the localisation agenda appear to
focus merely on quantitative indicators, rather than principles, processes, and mechanisms
that favor locally-led and implemented initiatives.

In this context, this workshop seeks, on the one hand, to place the localization debate in a
longer temporality of global discussions that have shaped international cooperation during
the past decades. These discussions mainly aimed at bringing back on the agenda a people’s
centered approach to development. Globally, milestones included the Paris Declaration on
Aid Effectiveness in 2005, with donors and governments commitments to focus on the
principle of “country ownership,” the Accra Agenda for Action in 2008, which addressed
“predictability of Aid”, developing the “country systems” and making conditionality aligned
with the country’s own objectives. Another CSO milestone in this process is the Istanbul
Principles in 2010 which constitute a statement of common values and approaches to guide
CSO work, from service delivery to policy advocacy, and from humanitarian emergencies to
long-term development.

On the other hand, this workshop aims at bringing back equal and balanced partnerships at
the heart of these discussions, and initiating a process towards the adoption and enactment
of a civil society charter in Lebanon.

Please register by filling in this form: https://forms.gle/QbRw7vcXrCmD4wi4
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Agenda

Workshop facilitated by Ahmad Mroueh

9:30-10:00 Registration and Welcoming
10:00 - 11:00 | Session 1: Understanding Localisation and Democratic Ownership
- Cedre from a Democratic Ownership & Localisation Perspective
Nasser Yassin, Issam Fares Institute - AUB
- Localisation in Humanitarian Aid
Mohamad Mansour, Lebanon Humanitarian and Development
NGOs Forum
Moderation: Ziad AbdelSamad, ANND
11:00—-11: 30 | Coffee Break
11:30-12:30 | Session 2: Mutual Accountability and Equitable Partnerships
- PPPsin Lebanon
Gilbert Doumit, Beyond Reform and Development
- Cedre and Accountability
Zeina Abla, Independent Researcher
Moderation: Léa Yammine, Lebanon Support
12:30—-13:30 | Lunch Break
13:30-14:30 | Working Group 1: Localisation and Democratic Ownership
How can we as local civil society organisations understand and apply these
principles in our work?
Moderation:
- Group A: George Ghali, Alef
- Group B: Leila El Ali, Association Najdeh
14:30-14:45 | Coffee Break
14:45 - 15:45 | Working Group 2: Mutual Accountability, Transparency, and Equal
Partnerships
How can we as local civil society organisations understand and apply these
principles in our work?
Moderation:
- Group A: Nadine Saba, Akkar Network for Development
- Group B: Adib Nehmeh
15:45-16:30 | Wrap-up and action points
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